AP FRENCH COURSE SYLLABUS

North Atlanta High School

Teacher website: www.monsieuroliver.weebly.com
	Teacher: Monsieur Robin D. OLIVER
	Phone Number: 404-802-4700

	Room Number: 6114
	Email: rdoliver@atlanta.k12.ga.us


	Semester: Fall 2016 & Spring 2017
	Period:  4A

	Tutorial: Mondays 3.45-4.45pm
	Tutorial Location: Room 6114


Department Philosophy
Language and communication are at the heart of human experience. Students must become linguistically and culturally equipped to communicate successfully in a pluralistic American society and abroad. Recognizing that the acquisition of a language other than our own is a lifelong endeavor and that the students enter our classroom with a spectrum of linguistic and cultural proficiency (much, some, or little), we aim to develop and maintain proficiency of all our English-speaking students in at least one other language, modern or classical.

Course Overview and Objectives

The AP® French Language and Culture course is equivalent to an intermediate college-level course. It is designed for high school students in their fourth or fifth year of French language study (or with equivalent experience). Students therefore typically already have a good command of grammar and considerable competence in listening, reading, speaking and writing. The course is open to all interested and highly motivated students who meet the afore-mentioned criteria.

As per the AP French Language and Culture Curriculum Framework, the objective of the course is to allow you to demonstrate your proficiency in each of the three modes of communication (Interpersonal, Interpretive, and Presentational) defined in the Standards for Foreign Language Learning in the 21st Century, at the Intermediate to Pre-Advanced levels (ACTFL Performance Guidelines for K-12 Learners. Yonkers, NY: The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages, 1999.

In order to connect the course with the ACTFL National Standards of Foreign Language of Learning for the 21st Century, students will be expected to communicate entirely in the target language in AP ® French Language and Culture as they compare and contrast Francophone cultures with their personal communities and connect their studies with other disciplines in their high school curricula.

Organization

The course is structured around the six interconnected themes as outlined in the Curriculum Framework: 

Global Challenges, Science and Technology, Contemporary Life, Personal and Public Identities, Families and Communities and Beauty and Aesthetics, including a selection of recommended contexts under each theme. A new theme is introduced every two to three weeks. The course integrates these themes with authentic materials in order to help you improve your competency in all three communication modes. Themes are introduced by one or more overarching essential questions, designed to engage you in problem-solving tasks, many of which are interdisciplinary. You are expected to participate extensively via investigation and research, and to provide additional materials for class discussion and analysis.

Instructional Practices and Assessment

French will be the dominant language of communication in this course between the teacher and students. Students will learn techniques by which they can use other vocabulary and structures to indicate meaning in situations where specific terminology is not yet known. The goal is to develop a comfortable setting in which there is an appreciation and love for French language learning where students feel free to take risks in order to maximize their level of proficiency.

AP ® French Language and Culture course instructors will design their instructional techniques to set reasonable learning objectives for students. They will also describe acceptable performance at distinct achievement levels as designated in the AP ® scoring rubrics, design thematic instruction supported by a variety of interesting, meaningful classroom activities, and then assess student progress towards the initial objectives per unit. Teachers will be responsible for differentiating or redirecting instruction as needed to strengthen proficiency skills. A large majority of the summative assessments in Levels I- AP will be designed to be similar in style to the AP ® French Language and Culture exam.

The following six groups of learning objectives will be used to design activities throughout the scope and sequence of French I –AP:

Spoken Interpersonal Communication 

Written Interpersonal Communication 

Audio, Visual, and Audiovisual Interpretive Communication 

Written and Print Interpretive Communication 

Spoken Presentational Communication 

Written Presentational Communication

Materials

Primary Texts

· Ladd, Richard. AP French – Preparing for the Language & Culture Examination. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc., 2012: workbook and online resources provide extensive practice in all six primary learning objectives in exam format
· Ladd, Richard. Allons au-delà! La Langue et les cultures du monde francophone. Boston: Pearson Education, Inc., 2012: provides selected thematic literary and non-literary readings, tables, charts and audio / video excerpts (book provides annotated listing of all resources and extracts)
· Delfosse, Geneviève, Kurbegov, Eliane, Draggett, Parthena.  Thèmes: AP®French Language and Culture.  Boston, MA: Vista Higher Learning, 2016: provides selected thematic literary and non-literary readings, tables, charts and audio / video excerpts (book provides annotated listing of all resources and extracts)
· St. Onge, Susan, St. Onge, Ronald, Powers, Scott.  Interaction: Language and Culture: Ninth Edition.   Boston, MA: Heinle Cengage Learning, 2014: literary and non-literary excerpts, grammar review
· Bourdais, Danièle, Hope, Malcolm, Huntley, Teresa, Thorpe, Clive. ESSOR. Oxford University press
· Kurbegov, Eliane, Weiss, Edward. BARRON’S AP French Language & Culture. Barron’s Educational Series 2013
Supplementary Texts

· Previously released AP Exams
· Online magazines, newspapers
· TV5Monde website
Online Resources

We use numerous Websites, and more are added constantly. I am listing the most frequently used and their primary function.

http://www.uni.edu/becker/french31.html Tennessee Bob’s Famous French Links. This site provides a myriad of links to numerous resources in the Francophone world including online newspapers and magazines.

http://www.tv5.org Website for TV5Monde. News broadcasts and articles (theme-based) from all over la francophonie to enhance listening and reading comprehension skills. In particular, you will regularly complete assignments from the site’s Sept Jours sur la Planète, which includes listening and reading comprehension

http://1jour1actu.com Easy reading and listening activities for adolescents

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/french/ Beginner and intermediate listening quizzes

http://www.ladocumentationfrancaise.fr/dossiers/francophonie/oif-carte.shtml Maps and other information about la Francophonie. 

http://www.rfi.org Website for Radio France Internationale. Extracts primarily from non-literary sources to enhance listening and reading comprehension skills. 

http://www.lepointdufle.net French grammar and cultural resources

https://french.yabla.com French immersion site with videos

http://www.radio-canada.ca Website for Radio Canada. As above.

http://www.french.about.com A mixture of useful information about the French language. Also reading, listening exercises.

http://www.lemonde.fr French newspaper

http://www.ashcombe.surrey.sch.uk/07-langcoll/MFL-resources/french/fr-video-index.shtml French video quizzes

http://www.un.org/fr/multimedia/ Website for Radio des Nations Unies. As above, plus provides links to other radio sites and podcasts

http://www.canalacademie.com/apprendre Listening exercises (podcasts), reading and self-testing for comprehension. 

http://www.lafrancebis.com Listening podcast activities, quizzes. You can access the texts also. 

http://www.audio-lingua.eu/spip.php?rubrique1 Listening activities for all levels and ages

http://www.conte-moi.net Stories from the francophone world. 

http://www.insee.fr Statistics (France) for research and analysis purposes. Allows you to study charts, graphs and tables. 

http://www.parisdailyphoto.com Daily photos from Paris. Useful for visual interpretation and spontaneous speaking.

http://www.internetactuel.be/  Van In online articles by theme

http://readingresources4frenchteachers.wikispaces.com/home Wiki:  Reading Resources for Teachers

http://librivox.org Free audio books from the public domain. Example: the fables of Jean de la Fontaine.

http://www3.unileon.es/dp/dfm/flenet/culturecours.htm  Literature audio-video
http://www.logilangue.com Grammar review.

http://www.canalacademie.com/apprendre/index.php Grammar review




http://www.espacefrancais.com French reference site

http://www.wordreference.com/  Excellent French-English dictionary

https://www.tes.co.uk Teacher shared resources

http://www.france-amerique.com/ French magazine

http://www.culture.fr/fr/sections French culture

www.edpuzzle.com  Video clips with the ability to add in questions for students

http://www.traditionalfrenchfood.com Regional foods and recipes, often used in the context of holidays, cultural reflections and comparisons.

http://www.rtbf.be/info/societe  Videos and current events articles

http://onethinginafrenchday.podbean.com/  Podcast-one thing in a French day

www.storybird.com  Web site for students to create original storybooks

www.dominiquedenis.ca.com  Song resource by AP themes

www.lyricsgaps.com/fr  Songs with gaps for student listening comprehension

http://platea.pntic.mec.es/~cvera/hotpot/chansons/index.htm  Songs

http://www.parolesmania.com French song lyrics. 

I will also use numerous Websites, CDs, DVDs and other resources to play authentic songs from all over the French-speaking world, usually to introduce or support the theme under consideration, but sometimes for grammar review in context. You are encouraged to listen to songs from the Francophone world for personal enjoyment!

In addition, authentic film excerpts will be used to relate to thematic units and for purposes of comprehension, cultural comparison and analysis. Some excerpts may be taken from the Internet.

Course Content
The following academic concepts will be covered. THIS IS ONLY A GUIDE AND IS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.
	CURRICULUM OVERVIEW – Semester 1

	Unit 1 –  La Famille et la Communauté:  Social relationships, childhood & adolescence, citizenship, customs, family, love & friendship


	Unit 2 – Contemporary Life:  Advertising and Marketing, Education, Housing and Shelter, Holidays and 
              Celebrations, Leisure and Sports, Professions, Rites of Passage, Travel


	Unit 3 – Beauty and Aesthetics:  Architecture, Contributions to World Artistic Heritage, Ideals of Beauty, Literature, 
              Music, Performing Arts, Visual Arts




	CURRICULUM OVERVIEW – Semester 2

	Unit 4 –  La Quête de Soi:  alienation & assimilation, value systems & beliefs, sexuality, linguistic identity, multicutulralism, nationalism & patriotism



	Unit 5 – La Science et la Technologie:  research and new frontiers, discovery and invention, moral choice, future of technology, intellectual property, new means of communication, technology and its effects on society



	Unit 6 – Les Défis Mondiaux:  tolerance, economics, environment, health, human rights, food, war & peace




Grading Scale

A variety of approaches, methodologies, and resources shall be used to deliver educational services and to maximize each student’s opportunity to succeed. Teachers shall evaluate student progress, report grades that represent the student’s academic achievement, and communicate official academic progress to students and parents in a timely manner through the electronic grading portal, Infinite Campus (IC). 
	GRADING CATEGORIES
	*GRADE 

	Formative Assessment - 45%

Summative Assessment – 45%
Final Exam – 10%
	A
90 – 100                               
B
80 – 89                                 
C
71 – 79 
D
70 
F
Below 70


Classroom Expectations and Procedures
· Parents are encouraged to view and monitor all grades through Infinite Campus (IC).

· Late work- Student work must be completed within the prescribed time limit.  
· Make-up work- It is IMPERATIVE that all students make every effort to have regular attendance.  Make-up work is not accepted for unexcused absences.  Announced work, such as homework, quizzes and major assessments are due the day the student returns.  For each day’s excused absence, students will have one day to make up missed work.  If a student is absent under extenuating circumstances, special arrangements can be made to make up work.  IT IS THE STUDENT’S RESPONSIBILITY TO CHECK WITH THE TEACHER AND REQUEST MISSED WORK.  Homework and important reminders will be listed regularly on my website.

· Academic honesty- Plagiarism is not acceptable: If a student takes information from the Internet or any printed resources without a citation, it is considered plagiarism and will result in the student having to redo the work as well as potential disciplinary procedures. 

1.  BE PREPARED:

a. Bring text/work books, notebook, paper, and pen or pencil daily.

b. Have homework completed.

c. Be in your seat when class begins.  The North Atlanta High School Tardy Policy will be observed.

2.  BE A COURTEOUS, QUIET LISTENER:

a. Avoid loud, unnecessary talking or noise making.

b. Raise your hand for permission to speak or to leave your seat.

3.  BE A PROACTIVE CLASS CITIZEN:

a. Follow all directions the first time given.

b. Maintain a clean, safe classroom environment; Water is permitted.

c. Make restroom stops before and after class.  In case of an emergency, speak privately to the teacher.  The 15-15 rule WILL be adhered to.

d. Remain seated until the teacher dismisses you.

4. BE COOPERATIVE AND RESPECTFUL:

a. Respect all teachers and students.

b. Work together to succeed:  it is not the right of an individual to take away from the educational time of others.

c. Cultivate a positive attitude that supports your own learning, as well as that of others.  Remember, attitude is everything!

* Violation of the expectations and procedures will be dealt with according to the student Code of Conduct.

** The teacher reserves the right to change or adjust any section of the course resume at any time during the semester to more adequately meet the needs, abilities, and interests of the students.

I have read and understand the course syllabus for AP French.
Student Name:   ______________________________________ Period: ____________
Student Signature: ____________________________________Date: ______________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ____________________________Date: ______________

